














' By Steve Barilotti

Donald Cram, 74

NASA officials call it “extravehicular
activity.” Others, & “spacewalk " But for
Space Shuttie Mission Specialst Jim
Newman, floating wesghtless over the
globe 180 miles up, it's...spece surfing

Newman should know. As a lifelong
gurfer from La Jolla, California, the 36-year-
old astronaut not only knows his way
around the outside of a spsceship, but also
can stroke his way out Lo the wintar linsup
#t Big Rock. A cosmic goofyfoot, as it were.

“Of course, it's nothing like real surfing,”
admits Newman_ “In 2ei0 gravity there's no
sensation of speed ke on an ocean wave
But there's this photo taken from the fight
deck where I'm manding m a way that
raminds ma a lot of surfing. Lookng down
betwesn rmy fest, | could see the surface of
the ssrth going by about 77,500 miles an
hour. That was phenomenal.”

The lean, soft-spoken Newman was
part of a five-man crew on the Space
Shuttle Descovery that launched last
Septamber. Clad in 8 bully, self-contained
spacesuit and tethered to the arbitar by a
thin nylon line. Newman and fellow mission
specialat Carl Walz flosted in the freszing
vacuum of space for sox and half hours
During thei orbital stroll, they cwcled the
planet four umes whila testing new high-
tech power toocls to be used to repair the
malfuncuoning Hubbell Space Telescope
From their steilar lockout they could clearly
see human activity an the giche—including
a ghastly pall of srmoke from slash-and-bum
aguiculture in the Amazon rain forests

Newman, 35, was born on the tiny
western Pacfic sland of Truk, where his
tather was s teacher Afer following the
academic homestaad wail from Berkeley to
Belmont, Massachusetts, the Newmans
Liim has two brothers, Hans and Eric) set-
thed # biock from Big Rocx in La Jolla. Jim
says he was inspired to become an asro-
naut ater watching Neil Armstrong's h-
tonc Mmoo Wik

*| igured that by being en sstranaut
you could combime a lot of different
thinge—{lying. science, engineernng, rav-
el—all in the same job. Turns out | was
right. That's what | love—very day 8
momething difl a"

Jim atarted ing in the late ‘60s at La
Jolla Shores, Pecific Beach Point snd
Windanses with his older brother Hana

Hane. 38, who i stll an surfer and has
of classic boards, recalls
yim twother ilved to have fun—whether

it be swing, sailing or fiying radio-contalied ghders—but never
at the expense of his schoalwork.

“We didn’t quite know what 10 make of Jim when he was

a kod.” recalls Hans. “For fun he'd check out books from the
UCSD library and do math problems all weekend, Then he'd
fun up o the cross at ML Soledad (s steep hill overlociing La
Jolla) and back to surf at Big Rock every morning before break
fast. He's always been absclutely focused like that. When he
was 16 he said he wanted Mars. When he was in college he
wanted the moon. By the ume he got mto the asuonaut pro-
gram he sad he'd settle for space. And he did iL*

Hack on Earth, Jim took enough tme away from he hard-
nore studies Lo log some legtimate surf ume. He says the
apogee of his suf career came on a big winter swell in W72
whan he rode a set wave at Hogan's (a fickie shell reef near Big
Rock) on a 7° 6* Hawaiian gun left behind by Hawasian legend
Jeff Halkman.

Following graduation from La Jolla High in 1974, Newman
left the beach for landlocked atudies st Dartmouth and later did
hs post-graduate work at Rice University in Houston 50 he
could be near the Johnson Space Center

Despite his qualifications and aptitude, it tock Newman
three tries before he made the final cut over 2.000 other quall-
fred applicants. He was working at the Johnson Space Center
in Houston training other astranauts in orbiter propuision. guad-
ance and control when he was selected by NASA for the
Astronaut Candidate Program in 1980, After a year of baining—
which included flying copilot in a jet fighter—he joined the

ssuonaut corpe in July 1381

“The fitness, the sense of balance and agility | gained fram
surfing certainly helped m my physical usning.* Newman saxd
“Also, the ability to make quick, accurste decisions. When
you've got s wave jacking up on you at Big Rock, you've got to
think fast. Same thing in space Wavel"
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Hard work
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= ACS Is reaching Hubble Deép Field Depths in 1/12t™ timé

= Twice as many galaxies detected as HDF
e ‘ ? ' Sk Al - / . : L -



















o gl e-m i W
L ="

T —

|

a3 I-IIIII
e |













':||' Ly H

Feg
B A
MLy

il




'_F__:_I‘-E‘E-'j _.'-;-{-:._"_Fr--s'—r {’ﬁrﬂ =% II"E,._..'J.‘-.IEI " ‘L _ T ‘-."_f-:';_:__ 1':1!-_:
- - e T i ¥ g AN —— i . iy
P e N
ot R Ty B AN T T
























e A A LR LS B T ITIE




TM-33 landing in Kazakhstan — 5 May 2002









Portable Medical Tent is being inflated.



Tent Is ready within about 2 minutes.









Antenna deployed. Hatch is being opened. Area is cordoned off.



The team awaits the first Cosmonaut.



Moving the extraction stand into position



Commander, Yuri Gidzenko, is lifted out first.



Help preparing to come down the slide.



Soft Landing Thrusters turn up the soll.



"
h:’a

A Kazakh boy rides out to see the crowd.
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e lwo circuits of the Earth, the
Buran land
November 15, 1¢
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