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MEROPE at Delivery MEROPE at Delivery ---- May 2006May 2006

Launch July 26, 2006
1943 GMT, Baikonur
Cosmodrome

Launch duration
Powered 73 seconds
Unpowered ~ 60 seconds

Final Altitude:
- 30 meters AGL

Distance traveled:
~150 km
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Launch Night Launch Night ---- July 27, 2006 01:43 am July 27, 2006 01:43 am 
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Recoded sound bites at the 

observing site at Baikonur during 

the failed launch
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DNEPR LUNCH Failure InvestigationDNEPR LUNCH Failure Investigation

The investigation
“From the beginning, investigators focused 

on the gimbaling mechanism No. 4, 
which apparently stalled in flight.
In addition, preliminary data showed 
that one of four engines on the first 
stage, (Engine G) did not shut down 
properly.

An official statement from Roskosmos on 
July 29 said that anomalous deviations 
in the thrust vector started at the end of 
the first stage burn, causing the vehicle 
deviate from the nominal trajectory and 
when it exceeded allowable limits, the 
rocket's engines were shut down.

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/dnepr_007_belka.html
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Launch NewsLaunch News

http://www.russianspaceweb.com/dnepr_007_belka.html



CubeSat Workshop Logan, UT  08/13/06

Dnepr HistoryDnepr History
Victims of circumstances

Six commercial successes; one failure:  OURS

Despite nearly 50 years of launch to orbit activity, launch 
remains a risky business and failures remain a reality.  As 
satellite developers we must accept this, and move forward.




